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Technical Circular 
 

Ref. Compressor Testing 
 
The air compressors commonly used in the dispense of beer fall outside of the scope of the 5th 
Edition Code of Practice but are subject to the Pressure Systems Safety Regulations Statutory 
Instrument 128, 2000 
 
Under the PSSR these compressors are exempt from certain regulations under Part 11 sub 
section (2) 
 
“ Subject to sub paragraph (2), regulations 5(4), 8 to 10 and 14 shall not apply to a pressure 
system containing a relevant fluid (other than steam) if the product of the pressure in bar 
and internal volume in litres of its pressure vessels in each case is less than 250 bar litres”. 
 
Regulation 5(4) concerns marking of the vessel 
 
Regulation 8 concerns the Written Scheme of Examination (WSE) 
 
Regulation 9 concerns the examination to the WSE 
 
Regulation 10 concerns action in the case of imminent danger 
 
Regulation 14 concerns record keeping. 
 
The following regulations are however, applicable and are relevant to the operation and 
maintenance of the compressor. 
 
Under Regulation 11 There is a responsibility for the User of the system to provide adequate 
operating instructions for the safe use of the system and action(s) to be taken in case of an 
emergency.  The User of the system shall not operate the system except in accordance with the 
instructions provided. 
 
Under Regulation 12 The User is also required to maintain the system in good repair, so as to 
prevent danger.  
 
Under Regulation 6 The employer of a person who installs a pressure system at work shall 
ensure that nothing about the way in which it is installed gives rise to danger or otherwise 
impairs the operation of any protective device or inspection facility 
 
Under Regulation 13 The employer of a person who modifies or repairs a pressure system at 
work shall ensure that nothing about the way in which it is modified or repaired gives rise to 
danger or otherwise impairs operation of protective device or inspection facility 
 
 

 

mailto:info@bfbi.org.uk

	Technical Circular
	Ref. Compressor Testing


