
 

Technical Circular 
 

Ref. Checking High Pressure CO2 Line 
 
We have had incidents reported of technicians using the high-pressure (90 psi) soft drink CO2 
line on some keg beer installations. We suspect that the incorrect use of a high pressure, soft 
drink gas line is a result of not checking the gas line back to its source regulator.  
 
We realise that in some cases tracing back the gas line to its source is difficult and may even be 
impossible. 
 
After extensive discussions with all interested parties it was suggested that a change in colour 
be adopted for high-pressure lines. Further discussions have taken place with the BSDA and in 
conclusion we feel that changing the colour is NOT a viable solution and may in fact make the 
situation worse. 
 
It is therefore incumbent on all technicians when installing a new product onto an existing gas 
feed to check the pressure of the line they are cutting into. 
 
The recommended procedure for doing this is as follows. 
 

 When the position of the new drop line has been established and all equipment is 
available the technician should shut off the gas supply to be cut into. 

 
 The gas pressure in the line should be relieved safely. 

 
 Once the line has been cut, a pressure gauge should be fitted in the line and the gas 

turned back on. 
 

 The gas pressure should be observed. (35 psi max for CO2) and the safety relief valve 
set pressure confirmed at 45 psi. 

 
 The gas supply should once more be turned off and the pressure relieved safely. 

 
 The new drop line should be fitted via a secondary regulator. 

 
 The gas should be turned back on. 

 
 The required keg pressure downstream of the secondary regulator should be set. 

 
The above procedure will ensure that kegs are not connected to high-pressure gas lines and that 
technicians will install additional drop lines in a safe manner.  
 

For further information please contact BFBi, 3 Brewery Road, Wolverhampton, West Midlands, WV1 4JT 
Tel:  +44 (0)1902 422303 Fax:  +44 (0)1902 795744 
Email:  info@bfbi.org.uk    Website:  www.bfbi.org.uk 
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